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ASIA

INDIA
Remember Bhopal Museum
Rama Lakshmi, a museologist and
oral historian, introduces India’s
recently opened Remember
Bhopal Museum.

‘The Remember Bhopal
Museum opened in December
2014 and is the first museum in
India that tells the story of an
ongoing social and environmental
movement. It is also the first
museum that has not received any
funding from either the government
or private corporations, and it is the
first that relies predominantly on
oral histories. The museum is a
critical intervention, not only in the
post-colonial museum paradigm,
but also in demonstrating the
possibilities of foregrounding oral
histories in a three-dimensional
informal learning space.

‘The narrative of the struggle
against injustice waged by the
community of survivors of the
Bhopal gas tragedy in 1984, the
world’s worst industrial disaster, is
contested by dominant
instruments of power, viz, the state
and private corporations. 

‘The moral right to build a
museum about what happened in
Bhopal on the traumatic night of
the gas leak in 1984 and the three
decades of lingering morbidity,
corporate impunity and state
inaction remained solely with the

INTERNATIONAL WORK

A visitor to the Remember Bhopal Museum listens to the oral histories of activists
telling the story of how the compensation amount was arrived at between Union
Carbide and the Indian government, and how the survivors and victims’ families
were left out of the negotiations. Photo: Remember Bhopal Museum.

Middle school students
from the neighbourhood
visit the Remember
Bhopal Museum.
Photo: Remember
Bhopal Museum.
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survivors. For this reason, the
museum had to be a fairly
unmediated space, free of an
external curator’s voice. Oral
history was the only way to restore
the voice that was robbed by the
tragedy. Oral history became a
tool to fortify survivors’ stories,
rescue them from state sanitisation
efforts and shape public memory.

‘The museum’s collection
effort began not with objects, but
with the oral history exercise –
inverting the standard curatorial
practice in India. The museum’s
objects emerged from the retelling
of people’s memories, and dictated
by what was central to their
stories. History museums in India
tend to be celebratory tableaus of
national pride. Difficult stories are
swept aside and not considered
museum-worthy. 

‘The oral history interviews
were conducted by Rama Lakshmi
and Shalini Sharma, an
environmental studies professor
and a previous activist. The
subjects included survivors,
medical practitioners, lawyers,
forensic specialists and activists,
and were conducted over a period
of two years. The museum
exhibits short audio recordings
from these oral history interviews
along with the objects and
photographs. The oral histories in
this museum act as both the story
and storyteller. They are the
narrative thread in a museum that
foregrounds people rather than
the object. It is a place that
remembers and reminds. 

‘As Bhopal awaits the
government’s planned museum on
the tragedy in the next few years,
the Remember Bhopal Museum
stands as a powerful template
today against any official attempt
to co-opt and brush up the story. 

‘The funding for the museum
came largely from small, private,
individual donations in India and
the United States, but also
includes donation from an
environmental non-profit. Because
the funds are scarce, the full,
unedited recording of the oral
histories are not stored in any
archive accessible to the public.

The community of activists and
survivors in Bhopal are now
engaged in raising additional
funds to find a permanent space
for the museum and move from its
current rented space.’
l Further details: Remember
Bhopal Museum website
http://rememberbhopal.net

International Oral History
Association Conference
Indira Chowdhury, chair of the
Oral History Association of India
reports on the 19th Conference of
the International Oral History
Association (IOHA), held in
Bangalore from 27 June to 1 July
2016. 

‘This was the first time the
IOHA conference came to Asia
and it was welcomed and
celebrated with great enthusiasm.
The theme of the conference was
“Speaking, Listening,
Interpreting: the critical
engagements of oral history”.
Focusing on the interdisciplinary
nature of oral history, this
conference saw a range of
presentations about oral history’s
relationship to community,
gender, folklore, anthropology,
literature and science. The
presentations also debated on key
issues such as the relationship
between memory and history; on
the collaborative process of
listening and interpreting as well
as pedagogical practices that use
oral history.’

Traditional shadow puppeteers display their leather puppets at the inauguration of
IOHA 2016. Photo: Indira Chowdhury.

Film-makers Anjali Monteiro and KP
Jayasankar speaking before the
screening of their film. Photo: Indira
Chowdhury.

Rob Perks speaks at a public panel at
the Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, titled ‘What Happens When
Oral History Goes Public? Oral
History Online’. Photo: Indira
Chowdhury.
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‘IOHA 2016 at Bangalore was
co-hosted by the Oral History
Association of India and held at
the Srishti Institute of Art, Design
and Technology, Bangalore.
Attended by over 250 participants
(including presenters) from thirty-
two countries, the conference saw
the participation of many Asian
countries for the first time such as
Iran, China, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Macau.
The keynote address by Meghna
Guhathakurta titled “The
Persistence of Memories and the
Radicalisation of Action: oral
history in the transformation of
Bangladesh” focused on oral
history’s relationship to issues of
identity and social and political
changes. Focusing on the rich oral
culture that exists in India, the
organisers showcased ‘A Tolu
Bommalata’ – a performance by
the Shinde Anjaneyulu family of
traditional leather puppeteers.

‘Aside from the eight parallel
sessions that ran every day, the
conference attempted to open up
some of the key discussions to the
general public through sessions
organised at public venues in the
city. One such session saw the
release of new work on oral history
from Iran, India, Mexico,
Argentina, Spain, the UK and
USA. The conference also hosted
mini-exhibitions from Sri Lanka,
Nepal and India, which included
exhibitions on migrants and
Tibetan refugees as well as film
screenings, performances and
discussions. One of the unique
features of this conference was a
newsletter called The Daily
Listener, which was produced every
day by the community of student
volunteers who helped with the
conference. The conference ended
with a screening of The Walnut
Tree, a film by Ammar Aziz from
Pakistan and a panel discussion on
“The Dialogue between Oral
History and History: convergences
and divergences.”’

MYANMAR
Yangon Echoes
Virginia Henderson and Tim Webster
introduce their latest publication and

related exhibition, Yangon Echoes,
Inside Heritage Homes. 

‘Yangon Echoes welcomes
readers behind the facades of
heritage buildings in the city
formerly known as Rangoon, to
explore the human experiences of
these old places. The richly
illustrated anthology of fifty-six life
stories explores notions and values
of heritage and home. The
publication provides a popular
history of buildings, charting social
space and urban folklore and
linking past to present via living
memories. Within the life stories
that make up this publication, the
intimate, domestic stage is used to
explore wider social, cultural and
political dimensions. Folkloric in
nature and reflective of Yangon’s
rich cosmopolitan population, these
tales told by local residents reveal
diverse perspectives, values and
experiences. 

‘Languishing under half a
century of military dictatorship,
Myanmar (Burma) “opened” to the
world in 2012. The storytellers in
Yangon Echoes speak of joy and
tragedy, simple pleasures and
aching issues. They share thoughts
and feelings of living through
Yangon’s emergence from decades
of stagnation to engagement with a
rapidly spinning world. Told with
courage and charm, these informal
stories of home offer insight into
what has happened and is
happening to the city. They reveal

the issues and pressures on
Yangon’s people and its heritage
today.

‘Yangon Echoes takes an
innovative and creative approach to
heritage documentation, bringing
together tangible and intangible
heritage, with carefully edited and
crafted oral testimonies along with
poetic environmental photographic
portraiture. The book is immediately
accessible and exciting, enticing
readers to delve further into the rich
life stories and gather a wider
understanding of the heritage issues.

‘Interviews by Virginia
Henderson and Tim Webster were
mostly with Yangon elders living or
who had lived in the heritage places,
and taking time to build
relationships and trust was key. We
consider the enduring friendships
with many of the storytellers, built
over time, to be one of the key
successes of the work.

‘An independent self-funded
project, Yangon Echoes was
completed over two years and is
published by River Books (Bangkok
& London). The ‘Yangon Echoes’
exhibition will be on show at the
East West Centre in Honolulu,
Hawai’i during 29 January to 14
May 2017, following a successful
book launch tour of Europe and the
UK during 2016.’ 
l To order the book in the UK,
contact Chris Shelley at River
Books, chris@riverbooks
london.com, tel 01206 255777

Helen Lim with sister Kitty on her tablet computer. First floor, Shwe Taung Dan
Street. Photo: Tim Webster.
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EUROPE

GREECE
Conference update, audio
walks and memories of
occupation
Riki van Boeschoten, chair of the
Greek Oral History Association,
reports on the association’s third
international conference held in
June 2016 in Thessaloniki, and
shares updates on two other oral
history initiatives in Greece.

‘Participants at the conference
were requested to reflect on the
relation between the approach of
“oral history from below” which
marked the early years of the oral
history movement and a more
contemporary concern with the
notion of “counter-archives”. Our
guest speakers from abroad were
Lynn Abrams, Sandro Portelli and
Maria Pohn-Lauggans.
Immediately prior to the
conference, a book launch was
organised for the Greek
translation of Lynn Abrams’
important book Oral History
Theory. A particularly moving
highlight of the conference was the
presentation by Amer Mahdi
Doko, who joined us on Skype
from Jordan to talk about the Syria
Oral History Project, which
recorded the memories of Syrian
refugees in Turkey in 2014. 

‘A special focus of the
conference was on the counter-
archives produced through the
encounter between oral history
and the arts. Sandro Portelli talked
about the impact of migrant music
on cultural change in Rome;
Marios Spiliopoulos, a well-
known artist, presented his video
installations Traces of People,
connecting personal memories,
objects and landscapes; and a
panel of documentary film-makers
discussed the challenges and
promises of using oral history in
documentary film.

‘During 2016, Vasiliki Lazou
and Riki van Boeschoten have
been developing two audio walks
for the City Museum in Volos. The
walks trace itineraries through the
town along places marked by the,
often horrific, memories of the

Second World War. They bring to
life the daily realities of the
occupation and the resistance seen
through the eyes of children, as
most of our interviewees were
between eight and seventeen at the
time. Themes include soldiers’
departure for the front, the black
market and hunger, executions by
Germans and their local
collaborators, the fate of the Jews
and the short-lived joys of the
liberation. Residents can
download the audio files on their
smart phones or borrow a device
from the museum and listen to
historical comments, oral stories,
songs and sound effects. 

‘On 6 November 2016, the
museum launched the audio walks
with a guided tour led by historian
Vasiliki Lazou and the live

participation of four of the
interviewees whose memories
were recorded. Although historical
walks have recently become more
popular, this is the first time oral
histories can actually be listened to
during an audio walk in Greece. It
is to be expected that such
initiatives can play a major role in
education, where the history of the
1940s is rarely taught in schools.

‘A third important initiative is
the participation of Greek oral
historians in the international
project “Memories of the
Occupation in Greece”
(‘Erinnerungskulturen an die
Okkupation in Griechenland’),

Poster for the Greek Oral History
Association’s third International
Conference.
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coordinated by the Free University
of Berlin. The project aims at
recording, and preserving for the
future, the multifarious experience
of the German occupation of
Greece (1941-1944). Through the
systematic collection of life
histories, the project intends to
cover a representative sample of
different groups of witnesses
across the country, both women
and men; such as witnesses of
bomb attacks, of atrocities carried
out by the occupation forces, the
experiences of hidden Jewish
children, of Shoah survivors,
hostages, detainees and deportees,
as well as of resistance fighters. 

‘The main steps involved are
archiving, digitising and building
an online platform, translating,
segmenting and indexing of the
interviews, as well as preparing
educational material based on the
biographical video interviews. The
project is located at CeDiS
(Center für Digitale Systeme) in
the Free University of Berlin. It co-
operates with the Goethe-Institut
in Athens, the Department of
History and Archaeology at the
National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens and the
Center for Modern Greece
(CeMOG) at the Free University
of Berlin; it is financially
supported by the Federal Foreign
Office Berlin, the Niarchos
Foundation Greece and the Free
University of Berlin.’
l Further details: Greek Oral
History Association conference,
website http://extras.ha.uth.gr/
oralhistory3/en/index.asp;
‘Memories of the Occupation of
Greece’, websites
www.occupation-memories.org
and www.cedis.fu-berlin.de/cedis
/projekte/erinnerungskulturen/

ITALY
Oral History School in Sign
Language
Roberta Garruccio, assistant
professor in economic history at
the University of Milan and
committee member of the Italian
Association of Oral History
(AISO), reports on the first Oral
History School in Sign Language.

This was held in Rome during
September 2016 and was
organised by the AISO and the
State Institute for the Deaf-Rome
(ISSR) in collaboration with the
Institute of Cognitive Sciences and
Technologies of the National
Research Centre. 

‘For the first time in Italy, oral
history has encountered a language
that apparently subverts the rules
of the discipline itself, but actually
does not. Sign languages are just
as various as spoken ones, they
lack their own writing system and
are restricted to face-to-face
meetings; therefore they end up
being strongly oral languages,
although not vocal. For too long,
deaf people have been
discriminated against by the
dominant culture, have been the
object of prejudice and pushed to
the margins of mass media. The
development of digital video
technology enables the deaf
community to convey its history
and culture and reclaim their voice. 

‘The idea of a school arose in
recognition of the need to collect,
preserve and enhance an
important cultural heritage that
belongs to everyone, with no
distinction between those who
hear and those who don’t. 

‘During the summer school,
scholars and students compared
oral history methods and
experiences, and the visual-
gestural mode of the sign
languages, which is rich and
complex in its own right. The
school covered basic concepts of
oral history and sign languages;

overviewed several research
projects with oral sources in sign
language; and focused on the
creation, analysis and
interpretation of oral sources,
drawing on the Best Practices for
Oral History recently developed by
AISO. Space was devoted to
audio-visual collections of oral
sources, specifically those in sign
language. Workshops were held on
techniques and video recording,
and on translation and subtitling of
signed interviews. The school
ended with a discussion on
conservation and dissemination of
interviews in audio-visual archives
and digital libraries. A second
edition of the summer school is
planned for 2017.’
l Contact: Roberta Garruccio,
email roberta.garruccio@unimi.it
or Luca del Dorides, 
email l.desdorides@issr.it

Oral histories of migrants
Stefano Bartolini, researcher at the
Fondazione Valore Lavoro – a
cultural research institute –
introduces an oral history project
in Pistoia, Tuscany, that he is
undertaking together with
Giovanni Contini.

‘Primarily connected with the
search for work, internal
migration from the south of Italy
and external migration to Italy
became a massive social
phenomenon in the second half of
the twentieth century and
particularly in the late 1970s and
early 1980s. Migration has
changed cities and perceptions of
society and has led to the creation

Giovanni Contini and the students of the school. Photo: Luca Bianchi.
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of new roles in relation to the
reception of, and support for,
migrants. Within this project,
Giovanni Contini and Stefano
Bartolini have interviewed both
Italian and overseas migrants in
Pistoia and the surrounding area.
They have also interviewed those
who work with migrants through
social co-operatives, catholic
organisation and various public
services who support migrants
through, for example, legal
support, employment, housing
and accessing medical care.  

‘Migrants, whether they are
from southern Italy or from
overseas, have a particular point of
view of the society they move to;
their reading and understanding of
their new context provides new
perspectives on this society.
Meanwhile, through the eyes of
those who work with and support
migrants, we can appreciate the
impact of politics and other societal
changes, over the last sixty years. 

‘Oral history seems to us to be
the best way to investigate and
describe the migrant and host
population experience. We are

currently considering the best way
to share these important histories
by asking ourselves how these
stories can be communicated in the
age of multimedia. Video is a
relevant means of recording for oral
historians today, but is a book still
the best possible medium for
sharing these stories? Can oral
historians “write-up” the results of
their research using video instead
of a written document? We are
currently trying to create a video-
book. It will be a documentary film
– the researchers are the directors,
who cut and paste the witnesses’
words and guide the reader/viewer,
as they would if writing a book.
With the witnesses’ voices and their
faces, the historians maintain a
distance and give their
interpretation, thus creating a new
synthesis, a sort of new media
between a book and a movie. We
look forward to updating you on
the results in a future issue of the
journal.’
l Further information: website
https://fvl.cgilpistoia.it or
archiviostorico@pistoia.tosc.
cgil.it

LATIN AMERICA

BRAZIL
Brazilian Women Speak: Re-
interviewing women after
thirty years
In the early 1980s, about sixty
Brazilian women had their life
stories recorded by Daphne Patai, a
scholar and professor from the
University of Massachusetts for a
pioneering project that resulted in
Brazilian Women Speak:
Contemporary Life Stories,
published in 1988. The book
became a unique point of reference
for researchers and readers eager
to learn something about the reality
of women in Brazil through their
own voices; it influenced many
readers and researchers, including
Ricardo Santhiago, professor of
qualitative inquiry at the
Department of Human
Development and Rehabilitation at
the University of Campinas, Brazil.

According to Santhiago, it
provided a valuable and thought-
provoking model for presenting
personal narratives, and a
sophisticated discussion of ethics,
memory and inter-subjectivity –
themes that, at that time, were still
unusual in the field. More than
thirty years after Patai’s
encounters with her dozens of
Brazilian interviewees, Santhiago
had the opportunity of re-
interviewing the same women
Patai recorded between 1981 and
1983. Here, he introduces the
project, funded by the Brazilian
National Council for Scientific
and Technological Development.

‘The original project aimed to
create a public history of Brazilian
women for an English-language
readership; now, however, there is
a shift in emphasis: our current
study, strongly grounded in the
interviewees’ voices, is an inquiry
into the dynamics of remembering
over time. It explores the processes
of constructing and reconstructing
a life story; the different strategies
utilised to make sense of one’s
own life at different points in the
life span; and the influence of time
and inter-subjectivity in the
making of oral histories. 

Interviewee Nicola Giudice, a former trade unionist born in southern Italy, who
migrated to Pistoia in the early 1970s to work in a railway factory. He was
interviewed in the Casa del Popolo (People’s House), a leisure club for workers
where he has volunteered since the 1980s. 
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‘Initially, going through Patai’s
own files, I was able to find
materials for almost fifty of the
sixty interviews she recorded.
These include tapes, transcripts,
revised manuscripts, abundant
notes and correspondence – a
body of material that provides a
fascinating portrait of the process
of creating an oral history work,
and even of the process of
becoming an oral historian and
facing the technical,
methodological, theoretical and
ethical challenges common to our
practice. 

‘To date, I have located and
interviewed fifteen women,
generating a new archive of
memories which is the
underpinning of the
book we are
working on. A few
further interviews
still need to be done.
Among the others in
the original group,
some have passed
away; one is suffering
from dementia; many
have not been found.
These are inevitable
difficulties, which
derive in part from the features of
the early project: it is virtually
impossible, for example, to locate
slum dwellers without a fixed
address, or domestic servants
who, at that time, used to reside in
their employers’ houses. Another
difficulty: not every woman we
have located is willing to dive into
deep memory work, since it would
mean revisiting what they were in
the past and encountering the
frustrations, unfulfilled
aspirations, unwanted digressions
of their life path – in short, a
rumination on a life that looks very
different today than it did some
thirty years ago.

‘Their present life stories reveal
the unpredictable and often
intractable movement of these
women’s lives. But, besides
touching us, what can they teach
us, as oral history practitioners?
There are at least three ways of
dealing with their narratives:
comparing how the different self-

representations, more than thirty
years apart, relate to one another;
discussing homologies between
transformations in the lives of
these women and broader
(political, economic, cultural,
social, etc) changes in the
country; focusing on the
trajectories themselves, aiming to
grasp not the actual life changes,
but the way in which the narrators
articulate disjunctions and
conjunctions between past and
present (and plans for the future),
while attempting to construct a
coherent narrative of their own
lives. In the oral history interview,
we have proposed to our
interviewees a renewed
relationship with their past – and
this is not a simple thing. Equally
difficult is our role – as listeners,
questioners, analysts, critics – in
the face of their creative
narratives. In the case of Brazilian
Women Speak, Revisited, the
challenge has just begun.’

l Further information: Ricardo
Santhiago, email
rsanthiagoc@fcm.unicamp.br

OCEANIA

NEW ZEALAND
Tuia Te Ao Marama
‘Tuia Te Ao Marama’ is the oral
history project of Māori nurses
who worked in mental health
services in New Zealand between
1950 and 1990. Maria Baker is of
Ngāpuhi and Te Rarawa descent
(Māori tribes in Northland, New
Zealand). She is a qualified
registered nurse, with twenty years
of experience in mental health and
Māori health and is a member of
Te Ao Māramatanga (College of
Mental Health Nurses). Maria
Baker is a member of the ‘Tuia Te
Ao Marama’ steering group and
introduces the project.

‘A caucus of Māori mental
health and addiction nurses with
Te Ao Māramatanga in New
Zealand have long identified the
lack of indigenous presence in
nursing theory and research.
Māori nurses were pivotal in the
development and transformation
of health services for Māori and
New Zealanders, yet their
perspectives, professional
experience and models of care
have until now been largely
unrecorded. 

‘A project team of Māori nurses
evolved into an oral history
research team with roles developed
towards each member’s strengths
and interests. These included
interviewers in English and Te Reo
Māori (Māori language); a video
camera crew; data abstraction and
transcription; analysis and critical
review; writing, publication and
conference presentations.  The
project team members were Maria
Baker, Tio Sewell, Hineroa
Hakiaha, Ronald Baker, Patricia
Siaosi, Katrina Wahanui, May
Hart and Jayne Isaacs.

‘Between October 2012 and
May 2014, nineteen oral history
interviews with fifteen Māori
nurses who practised between
1950 and 1990 were completed
and recorded on video. The period
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Sister Denise, aged eighty, the
lively and inspiring nun whose
story opens Brazilian Women
Speak. She is holding up
some handicraft work she
made while retired, thirty-
three years after her first
interview. Photo: Ricardo
Santhiago.
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1950-1990 was chosen as a
significant era of health service
change, and specifically aimed to
capture the era of development of
Kaupapa Māori mental health
services (Māori service models)
from a Māori nurse’s perspective,
and from those that trained and
worked in psychiatric hospitals of
that time.

‘Thirteen interviews were
conducted in English and six in Te
Reo Māori. Interviews were held in
varying localities across New
Zealand drawing from a prepared
interview guide. In total, over
twenty-six hours of video
interviews were collected in
English, and five hours of
recording in Te Reo Māori. 

‘Project outputs have included
a number of conference
presentations in New Zealand,
including the Seventh Healing
Our Spirit Worldwide in
November 2015. As a result of this
conference, we were asked to
submit an article based on our
presentation of “Tuia Te Ao
Marama” to the Journal of
Indigenous Wellbeing: Te Mauri –
Pimatisiwin. 

‘The article is titled “Tuia Te Ao
Marama: lessons for
transformative indigenous mental
health services”. It presents a
snapshot of a Māori mental health
nursing workforce and the
methods they used in practice to
meet the mental health needs of
Māori. The findings are useful, as
building the Māori nursing and
health workforce in New Zealand
remains a key priority to address
Māori health inequities. The
article offers some insights to what
is required to inform the
development, education and
ongoing practice and development
of a Māori mental health nursing
workforce, whilst considering how
mental health services for both
Māori users and the Māori
workforce can be better cared for. 

‘The first stage of “Tuia Te Ao
Marama” is now complete with the
development of an online web-
based resource for the oral history
material. The next stage involves
gathering more interviews, and the

team also has aspirations to write a
book, producing a documentary
and utilising the data to provide a
history and theory about Māori
mental health nursing in New
Zealand. There is still further work
to do; like the title “Tuia Te Ao
Marama” (bringing the Māori
nurses stories together to bring
light into our world) suggests, we
must continue to thread together
this new knowledge and
understanding from our past to
help inform the future. 

‘We are grateful to all the Māori
mental health nurses who have
participated in the project so far,
and also acknowledge the support
we have received from Te Ao
Māramatanga for the ongoing
support to Māori Caucus; Taina
McGregor of the National Library
of New Zealand who provided
inspiration in oral history method
and mentorship throughout the
project; NOHANZ (National Oral
History Association of New
Zealand) for best practice oral
history guidance; Edwin Popham
for website design and support;
HB Productions for film and video
expertise; Lotteries; Te Puni
Kokiri and the Ministry of Health
for faith in this project and for
funding “Tuia Te Ao Marama” and
“Te Rau Matatini” for Māori
health workforce excellence.’
l Further information: Maria

Baker, email maria.baker@
teraumatatini.com, website
www.maori nursinghistory.com

INTERNATIONAL

DISRUPTED HISTORIES,
RECOVERED PASTS
Lindsey Dodd from the University
of Huddersfield introduces a new
international project, ‘Disrupted
Histories, Recovered Pasts’, which
is being funded jointly by the
AHRC ‘Care for the Future’
research strand and the French
Laboratoire d’Excellence’s ‘Passés
dans le Présent’. 

‘“Disrupted Histories,
Recovered Pasts” is a cross-case,
cross-disciplinary collaboration
that aims to explore the disruptive
power of oral histories of post-
conflict and post-colonial lives. In
such contexts, identity can become
fragile as various forces vie for
influence. The need to build
‘usable pasts’ means that
unfolding futures become fraught
with competing versions of
history, within which power
relations shape how certain voices
and stories are silenced and others
privileged.

‘Five international case studies
are planned. Principal investigator
Sian Sullivan (Bath Spa
University) says: “We seek to open
the way for the telling of different

Interviewee
Winston
Maniapoto of
the Iwi tribe.
Photo: Tio
Sewell.
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and multiple stories which may
reflect, refract and revise more
standard renditions of the past.” 

‘The first case study, led by
Sian, compares oral histories,
sound recordings and the
‘historical record’ regarding land
clearances and culture nature
relationships in post-colonial and
post-apartheid west Namibia.
Building on research conducted
through AHRC project ‘Future
Pasts’ (www.futurepasts.net), Sian
will juxtapose oral histories
recorded in Khoekhoegowab
amongst Damara / ≠Nūkhoen
people in west Namibia with a
range of written and recorded
archival sources housed at the
Namibia Resource Centre of the
Basler Afrika Bibliographien
(BAB) in Basel, as well as the
National Archives in Namibia. She
focuses on childhood memories of
displacement recorded with adults
during the return to sites that were
previously home for them.

‘In the second case, Michèle
Baussant (Laboratoire
d’Ethnologie et de Sociologie
Comparative, Centre de Recherche
Français de Jérusalem, Centre
National de la Recherche
Scientifique) will use interviews
recorded with diasporic Egyptian
Jews in France, Israel and the
United States to reconstruct daily
life in colonial Egypt disrupted by
three moments of exodus: 1948,
1956 and then in a continuing
stream until 1967. The aim of
Michèle’s research is to recover
heterogeneous experiences,
histories and practices to better
understand how representations of
Oriental, and more specifically
Egyptian, Jews’ pasts are formed,
spread and evolve.

‘Lindsey Dodd will consider
memories of wartime child

displacement in France during the
Second World War. Her project
reuses existing oral histories
relevant to children’s wartime
lives, illuminating narrator insights
which disrupt, revise and refract
dominant discourses of guilt and
blame, and interviewers’ strategies
which uphold them. Lindsey will
also record a series of new oral
histories dealing with wartime
child displacement and family
separation.

‘Olivette Otele (Bath Spa
University) leads the fourth case
study, which uses oral history to
understand the experience of exile
in contemporary Europe. Olivette
is collecting oral histories of
migrants and refugees from sub-
Saharan Africa who left their
homeland in the wake of conflict,
and also those of people arriving
from allegedly conflict-free zones.
She is interested in exploring how
public discourse in the host
country shapes the ways these
communities perceive themselves
and tell their stories. 

‘Finally, Irène Dos Santos (ISP,

Université Paris Ouest Nanterre La
Défense) will analyse Portuguese
migrant subjectivities in Angola.
The increase in Portuguese
migration to its former African
colony since 2002 has brought the
‘colonial issue’ to the fore in
Portugal. Irène will record oral
histories of childhood displacement
within this post-colonial context,
and use family archives transported
from Portugal. In recovering
experiences of displacement, she
will challenge the mythologised
narratives of the Portuguese
colonial past.’ 
l Further information: Lindsey
Dodd, History Division, School of
Music, Humanities and Media,
University of Huddersfield HD1
3DH, tel 01484 472590, email
l.dodd@hud.ac.uk, twitter
@DrLindseyD, project website
http://dsrupdhist.hypotheses.org

International Work is edited by
Siobhan Warrington who welcomes 
all contributions by email to
siobhan@oraltestimony.org

At the stone circles that indicate traces of former dwellings at Kai-as, west Namibia,
Ruben Saunaeib Sanib remembers who once lived there. Photo: Sian Sullivan.
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